
~·~,_.._:-.:...~-· ... -~,_~.,-~·/-. . _.: ·'--'~lo.i•~•'-~..:-..:..:.....--...;.o......:._.._~..;.~~~-~~:,.-.;...J..o~;;~~..U.......:__..'-·--~.....:r:..:..:...:....-..~:-"''"""-',.;,.~_..,;_..,;.:.....,..j.~'<.:..~~•........_._~,:,.;.....;..,....,>·..:.~-~£•..._ .. ~ . ....:c.......,. ,...-......_,,.........._ .... _, ,,,L_._. ...-.;.,,,, •. •. • 1 •. .:. 

... ""' ~ 

( TO: -~-~t;,__;C';__-_~_~ __ =--:,:::.· ~;::::_ ______ DATE~ t/boff1 
f1 I 

J~ ':; 

• 

PLEASE EXPEDITE 

( 

INSTRUCTIONS: PREPARE FINAL FOR SIGNATURE OF: Robert E. Layton Jr., P. E. 
Regional Administrator . 
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RETURN TO BARBARA GOETZ BY CLOSE OF BUS I NESS : --1;...;--.,_L=-~-=-~-'~----/-j-.l!:(;..L.7 __ __,.. __ 
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.~· . SOLOMON P. ORTIZ + COMMilTUS: 

ARMED SERVICES 

( 

( 

37TH DISTRICT, TEXAS 

S UICOMMtnUS: 

1524 LONGWORTH HOUS E OFFICE B'UILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
202-225-7742 

. ~ongrtss of tht ilnitrd ~tatts 
il\ou.st of 1RQJrt.srntatil1£.S 
~a.shingron, 3a«r 20515 

MILITARY INSTALLATIONS AND FACILITIES 

SEAPOWER AND STRATEGIC A ND 
CRITICAL MATERIA LS 

MERCHANT MARINE AND FISHERIES 

SUBCOMMITTEU: DISTRICT ~ICES; 

3 649 UOPARP SUITE 51 0 
C ORPUS CHRISTl, TX 78408 

512-983-5868 

FISHERIES AND W ILDLIFE 
CON.SERVATION AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

April 10, 
MERCHANT MARINE 

PANAM A CANA L AND THE 
OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF 

3506 BocA CHIC A Bouirv•wo. s unt 4 38 
BROWNSYILLI. TX 78521 

612-541 - 1242 
SELECT COMMITTEE ON 
OTICS ABUSE AND CONTROL 

~he Honorable Lee M. Thomas 
Administrator 

. f!f_ 

Environmental Protection Agency 
401 M Street, s.w. 
Washington, D.c. 20460 

Dear Mr. Thomas : 

I am writing to express my concern about the aquifer 
exemption permit filed by Uranium Resources, Inc. of Dallas for 
the purpose of conducting in situ uranium mining at the 
Kingsville Dome project in Kleberg County Texas. 

I ask that the application submitted by Uranium Resources, 
Inc. (URI) be carefully scrutinized to determine the 
environmental impact of the proposed project. The permit should 
only be granted if verifiable and concrete assurances can be made that no harm will be done to the Kingsville and Kleberg County 
groundwater supplies. 

Water is a scarce and valuable resource in South Texas. I 
believe that the .Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) must be extremely cautiou·s in approving any permit for ·a project which 
involves contamination. of the only dependable source of drinking 
water in the Kleberg County area without a guarantee of 
restoration to the original water quality. 

The potential for ground and surface water pollution, as 
well as the need for great quantities of water in a water scarce 
region, poses serious questions about the advisability of 
approving the proposed URI exemption permit. I urge the EPA to 
approve URI's application only if the Kleberg County area 
groundwater supply is guaranteed protection from contamination. 

I am enclosing a copy of a letter that I have received from 
a Kleberg County official. I hope that you will give it every 
csnsideration • ... ~ . 

\ 
_ . I appreciate the opportunity to comment on the Uranium · 

'Resources, [-nc. permit ap:J2li.ct?-tions. Please feel free to contact me if _t . can be of further assistance. 

;r-;;::;o 
Solomon P. Ort~ 
Member of Congr ess 

~~') 
Xi. 

~/.:.__ 

l ,!.. 
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. ' , , 

( .:e of 

lEO L. LOMAS 
1ty Commissioner 
Precinct 4 

April 7, 1967 

COUNTY o.f KLEBERG 
KINGSVI,Lll:. TEXAS 

Honorable Solomon Orti~ 
Congress of the united States 
27th District, Texas 

Dear Congressman Ortiz, 

_..- .. . 

On behalf of the Kleberg County Citizens for the Protection 

~ ,f the Environment, I am asking for your •ssistance in 

( aquiring about 'the status u.C ali. aqui£c.r oxomption pPrmi t" . 

.c"i led with the . Environmental Protection Agency by Uranium 

Resources Incorvu£aLed for in-citu uranium mining operations 

in Klaberg County Texas. 
. I 

We understand that the permit application goes to the EPA 

office to Washington for final review. 

Our greatest concern with the permit requested by Uranium 

Resources Inc. is the restoration. of our. only natural 
underground water supply. Regardless of safegaurds proposed 
as theory n~ propo~ed on the basis that restoration can 

be achieved in the laboratory, there are no guarantees that 
the variables tested are inclusive in achieving water 

protsction and restoration or conclusive that water 

contamination probl~ms will not occur. 

What we do know is that the uranium industry as a whul-== 

has a poor history in the restoration of ground water. This 

means ::-that · they have had to restore to amended levels or 

518 N. 8th 
Phone: 592-5451 

_ have . reques"!;~d extensions of restoration ~ime. At the same 

-:time ·water remains. contaminated or is d0pleted beyond normal 
usage due to po.~ __ r · planning and poor technology. Wate_r is 

a precious· -hatura·1 source, e·s-s-ential for our survival and , 

cannot be and should not be treated in such a haphazard 

oJay. We are cu .. m::enu:d that the water URT will be using 

i s our only natural water source. If they could demonstrate 

water res.torat ion on site pri<?r to mining uranium it would 
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f ·acili ta.te protection of our sole source aquifer. Prese ntly 

they are only mandated to restore the water concurrently 

as they mine. 
H !A~ "'I ~J t.... t. X~w...b.u~ ·.:;. - · 

The Texas Water Commission staff after a series of hearin9s 

recommended an on-site restoration demonstration before 

mining! The decision for an on-site restoration demonstration 

before -mining . was overturned by the thr ee member Water 

Commission for economic reasons only- Our. only regret is 

that the people of Kleberg County, after gathering over 

· five-thousand signatures against th~ tttini11.; of uranium in 

our community, and after pursuing the only avenue_ for input 

into the system by calling for · a public hearing, did not 

truely have a voice . and were not represented in the final 

decision by the Texas Water Commission. 

We would not be face-d with uncertainty at this time if the 

voice of the people in our CO!"Jlmuni ty had been considered. 

There are local economic entities, however, that · pressed 

otherwise. 

In the final analysis, I can only quote George Bancroft 

by saying 11 'l'he best government rests on the people, and 

not on the few, on persons and not on property, on the free 

development of public opinion and not on a uthority.· 

Thank you for any assistance you can give us. 

~/~--
Romeo L. · Lomas 

· . ........ 
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